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SUBJECT: WESTERN SAMOAN CRITICISM OF NON-STOP TRANS 
PACIFIC AIRLINE FLIGHTS. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . IN A RECENT SPEECH BEFORE THE PACIFIC ISLAND 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (PITDC) IN TAHITI LAST MONTH. 

WESTERN SAMOAN MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, 

ASI EKENI EXPRESSED HIS GOVERNMENT'S UNHAPPINESS WITH 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF NON-STOP 747-SP SERVICES BETWEEN 
NEW ZEALAND, AUSTRALIA AND THE NORTH AMERICAN MAINLAND. 
SUCH SERVICES WOULD IN THE MINISTER'S VIEW, "STARVE THE 
INTERMEDIATE ISLANDS OF VISITORS". IT WAS FOR 
THIS REASON THE GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN SAMOA SUPPORTED 
PRESENT U.S. CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD POLICIES FOR 
INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHARTER OPERATORS. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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2. EMBASSY COMMENT: IT HAS BEEN CLEAR FOR SOME TIME 
THAT THE INCREASED DEVELOPMENT OF 747-SP SERVICES WOULD 
WORK TO THE DISADVANTAGE OF THE SMALLER PACIFIC ISLANDS 
WHO ARE PRIME BENEFICIARIES OF THE TRADITIONAL REFUELING 
STOPS. THIS IS. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE. HOWEVER, THE FIRST 
TIME THAT THIS UNEASE HAS BEEN PUBLICALLY EXPRESSED. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

IT IS FOR THIS REASON ALSO THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN 
SAMOA (GOWS) HAS BEEN A STRONG SUPPORTER OF CONTINENTAL'S 
MULTI-STOP ROUTE THROUGH THE PACIFIC AND WHY THE GOWS 
HAS LOBBIED WITH THE NEW ZEALANDERS (AND WE ASSUME THE 
AUSTRALIANS) ON CONTINENTAL'S BEHALF. THE REFERENCE TO 
CHARTERS REFLECTS NOT ONLY A GOWS GENERAL DESIRE FOR 
FACILITATING ANY TRANSPORTATION MODE THAT WOULD BRING 
MORE TOURISTS TO THE AREA, BUT ALSO WE SUSPECT REFLECTS 
THE ACTIVE POLITICKING OF WORLD AIRWAYS PRESIDENT DALY 
WHO IS A HIGHLY REGARDED PHILANTHROPIC FIGURE IN WESTERN 
SAMOA. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. HEALY 
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